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Using the same mix of accessibility and insider knowledge he used so successfully in Complicated Women,
author and film critic Mick LaSalle now turns his attention to the men of the pre-Code Hollywood era.

The five years between 1929 and mid-1934 was a period of loosened censorship that finally ended with the
imposition of a harsh Production Code that would, for the next thirty-four years, censor much of the life and
honesty out of American movies. Dangerous Men takes a close look at the images of manhood during this
pre-Code era, which coincided with an interesting time for men--the culmination of a generation-long
transformation in the masculine ideal. By the late twenties, the tumult of a new century had made the
nineteenth century's notion of the ideal man seem like a repressed stuffed shirt, a deluded optimist. The
smiling, confident hero of just a few years before fell out of favor, and the new heroes who emerged were
gangsters, opportunists, sleazy businessmen, shifty lawyers, shell-shocked soldiers--men whose existence
threatened the status quo.

In this book, LaSalle highlights such household names as James Cagney, Clark Gable, Edward G. Robinson,
Maurice Chevalier, Spencer Tracy, and Gary Cooper, along with lesser-known ones such as Richard
Barthelmess, Lee Tracy, Robert Montgomery, and the magnificent Warren William. Together they represent
a vision of manhood more exuberant and contentious--and more humane--than anything that has followed on
the American screen.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Blalock:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Dangerous Men: Pre-Code Hollywood and
the Birth of the Modern Man. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book Dangerous Men: Pre-Code Hollywood and the Birth of the Modern Man. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
read.

Richard Dutton:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Dangerous Men: Pre-Code
Hollywood and the Birth of the Modern Man to read.

Theresa Braun:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Dangerous Men: Pre-Code Hollywood and the Birth of the Modern Man the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Dangerous Men: Pre-Code Hollywood
and the Birth of the Modern Man giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Wayne Hankinson:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Dangerous Men: Pre-Code Hollywood and the Birth of the Modern Man we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply



choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
Dangerous Men: Pre-Code Hollywood and the Birth of the Modern Man. You can more attractive than now.
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