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Rhetorical Touch argues for an understanding of touch as a rhetorical art by approaching the sense of touch
through the kinds of bodies and minds that rhetorical history and theory have tended to exclude. In resistance
to a rhetorical tradition focused on shaping able bodies and neurotypical minds, Shannon Walters explores
how people with various disabilities—psychological, cognitive, and physical—employ touch to establish
themselves as communicators and to connect with disabled and nondisabled audiences. In doing so, she
argues for a theory of rhetoric that understands and values touch as rhetorical.

Essential to her argument is a redefinition of key concepts and terms—the rhetorical situation, rhetorical
identification, and the appeals of ethos (character), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic or message). By
connecting Empedoclean and sophistic theories to Aristotelian rhetoric and Burkean approaches, Walters’s
methods mobilize a wide range of key figures in rhetorical history and theory in response to the context of
disability. Using Empedocles’ tactile approach to logos, Walters shows how the iterative writing processes of
people with psychological disabilities shape crucial spaces for identification based on touch in online and
real life spaces. Mobilizing the touch-based properties of the rhetorical practice of m?tis, Walters
demonstrates how rhetors with autism approach the crafting of ethos in generative and embodied ways.
Rereading the rhetorical practice of kairos in relation to the proximity between bodies, Walters demonstrates
how writers with physical disabilities move beyond approaches of pathos based on pity and inspiration. The
volume also includes a classroom-based exploration of the discourses and assumptions regarding bodies in
relation to haptic, or touch-based, technologies.

Because the sense of touch is the most persistent of the senses, Walters argues that in contexts of disability
and in situations in which people with and without disabilities interact, touch can be a particularly vital
instrument for creating meaning, connection, and partial identification. She contends that a rhetoric thus
reshaped stretches contemporary rhetoric and composition studies to respond to the contributions of disabled
rhetors and transforms the traditional rhetorical appeals and canons. Ultimately, Walters argues, a rhetoric of
touch allows for a richer understanding of the communication processes of a wide range of rhetors who use
embodied strategies.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Roberts:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Rhetorical Touch: Disability, Identification, Haptics
(Studies in Rhetoric/Communication). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important some sort of book Rhetorical Touch: Disability, Identification, Haptics
(Studies in Rhetoric/Communication). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kevin Lemon:

The feeling that you get from Rhetorical Touch: Disability, Identification, Haptics (Studies in
Rhetoric/Communication) is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rhetorical Touch:
Disability, Identification, Haptics (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Rhetorical Touch: Disability, Identification, Haptics (Studies in
Rhetoric/Communication) instantly.

Marcella Aragon:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Rhetorical Touch: Disability,
Identification, Haptics (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) is simple to create you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Knight:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rhetorical Touch: Disability, Identification,
Haptics (Studies in Rhetoric/Communication) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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