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Between 2000 and 2011, eight million immigrants became American citizens. In naturalization ceremonies
large and small these new Americans pledged an oath of allegiance to the United States, gaining the right to
vote, serve on juries, and hold political office; access to certain jobs; and the legal rights of full citizens.

In The Road to Citizenship, Sofya Aptekar analyzes what the process of becoming a citizen means for these
newly minted Americans and what it means for the United States as a whole. Examining the evolution of the
discursive role of immigrantsin American society from potential traitors to morally superior “supercitizens,”
Aptekar’' sin-depth research uncovers considerable contradictions with the way naturalization works today.
Census data reveal that citizenship is distributed in ways that increasingly exacerbate existing class and racial
inequalities, at the same time that immigrants' own understandings of naturalization defy accepted stories we
tell about assimilation, citizenship, and becoming American. Aptekar contends that debates about
immigration must be broadened beyond the current focus on borders and documentation to include larger
guestions about the definition of citizenship.

Aptekar’ swork brings into sharp relief key questions about the overall system: does the current
naturalization process accurately reflect our priorities as a nation and reflect the valueswe wish to ingtill in
new residents and citizens? Should barriers to full membership in the American polity be lowered? What are
the implications of keeping the process the same or changing it? Using archival research, interviews, analysis
of census and survey data, and participant observation of citizenship ceremonies, The Road to

Citizenship demonstrates the ways in which naturalization itself reflects the larger operations of social
cohesion and democracy in America.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Conley:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Road to Citizenship: What
Naturalization Means for Immigrants and the United States will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Frank Monroe:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it issuitable. Because start from on guarderia until university need this The Road to Citizenship: What
Naturalization Means for Immigrants and the United States to read.

Brain West:

Why? Because this The Road to Citizenship: What Naturalization Means for Immigrants and the United
Statesis an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning completely. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? I
| wereyou | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Marion Richey:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This book The Road to Citizenship: What Naturalization Means for
Immigrants and the United States was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can redlly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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