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For well over a century, the United Fruit Company (UFCO) has been the most vilified multinational
corporation operating in Latin America. Criticism of the UFCO has been widespread, ranging from
politicians to consumer activists, and from labor leaders to historians, all portraying it as an overwhelmingly
powerful corporation that shaped and often exploited its host countries. In thisfirst history of the UFCO in
Colombia, Marcelo Bucheli argues that the UFCO's image as an all-powerful force in determining national
politics needs to be reconsidered. Using a previously unexplored source—the internal archives of Colombia's
UFCO operation—Bucheli reveals that before 1930, the UFCO worked alongside a business-friendly
government that granted it generous concessions and repressed labor unionism. After 1930, however, the
country experienced dramatic transformations including growing nationalism, a stronger labor movement,
and increasing demands by local elites for higher stakes in the banana export business.

In response to these circumstances, the company abandoned production, selling its plantations (and |abor
conflicts) to local growers, while transforming itself into a marketing company. The shift was endorsed by
the company's shareholders and financial analysts, who preferred lower profits with lower risks, and came at
atimein which the demand for bananas was decreasing in America. Importantly, Bucheli shows that the
effect of foreign direct investment was not unidirectional. Instead, the agency of local actors affected
corporate strategy, just as the UFCO also transformed local politics and society.
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From reader reviews:
Harriet Dupree:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Bananas and Business: The United Fruit
Company in Colombia, 1899-2000 will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book
with you?

L auren Robinson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Bananas and Business. The United Fruit Company in
Colombia, 1899-2000 is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ronald Ruggles:

Often the book Bananas and Business: The United Fruit Company in Colombia, 1899-2000 will bring one to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Bananas and Business. The
United Fruit Company in Colombia, 1899-2000 is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Judy Ydle:

On this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you need to
doisjust spending your time aimost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the booksin
the top collection in your reading list is usually Bananas and Business: The United Fruit Company in
Colombia, 1899-2000. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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