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In Black Empire, Michelle Ann Stephens examines the ideal of “transnational blackness” that emerged in the
work of radical black intellectuals from the British West Indies in the early twentieth century. Focusing on
the writings of Marcus Garvey, Claude McKay, and C. L. R. James, Stephens shows how these thinkers
developed ideas of a worldwide racial movement and federated global black political community that
transcended the boundaries of nation-states. Stephens highlights key geopolitical and historical events that
gave rise to these writers’ intellectual investment in new modes of black political self-determination. She
describes their engagement with the fate of African Americans within the burgeoning U.S. empire, their
disillusionment with the potential of post–World War I international organizations such as the League of
Nations to acknowledge, let alone improve, the material conditions of people of color around the world, and
the inspiration they took from the Bolshevik Revolution, which offered models of revolution and community
not based on nationality.

Stephens argues that the global black political consciousness she identifies was constituted by both radical
and reactionary impulses. On the one hand, Garvey, McKay, and James saw freedom of movement as the
basis of black transnationalism. The Caribbean archipelago—a geographic space ideally suited to the free
movement of black subjects across national boundaries—became the metaphoric heart of their vision. On the
other hand, these three writers were deeply influenced by the ideas of militarism, empire, and male
sovereignty that shaped global political discourse in the early twentieth century. As such, their vision of
transnational blackness excluded women’s political subjectivities. Drawing together insights from American,
African American, Caribbean, and gender studies, Black Empire is a major contribution to ongoing
conversations about nation and diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Black Empire: The Masculine Global
Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists) will make you to
be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Evelina Lewis:

This book untitled Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United
States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Kathleen Bosarge:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this
world can easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire
all their reader with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book.
One of them is this Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United
States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists).

Ruth Barr:

Beside this Black Empire: The Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States,
1914-1962 (New Americanists) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Black Empire: The
Masculine Global Imaginary of Caribbean Intellectuals in the United States, 1914-1962 (New Americanists)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable



blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that?
Find this book along with read it from right now!
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