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After years of subjecting the editors of St. Louis newspapers to eloquent letters on subjects as diverse as
floods, tariffs, and mules, Thad Snow published his memoir From Missouri in his mid-seventies in 1954. He
was barely retired from farming for more than half a century, mostly in the Missouri Bootheel, or
“Swampeast Missouri,” as he called it. Now back in print with a new introduction by historian Bonnie
Stepenoff, these sketches of a life, a region, and an era will delight readers new to this distinctive American
voice as well as readers already familiar with this masterpiece of the American Midwest.

Snow purchased a thousand acres of southeast Missouri swampland in 1910, cleared it, drained it, and
eventually planted it in cotton. Although he employed sharecroppers, he grew to become a bitter critic of the
labor system after a massive flood and the Great Depression worsened conditions for these already-burdened
workers. Shocking his fellow landowners, Snow invited the Southern Tenant Farmers Union to organize the
workers on his land. He was even once accused of fomenting a strike and publicly threatened with
horsewhipping.

Snow’s admiration for Owen Whitfield, the African American leader of the Sharecroppers’ Roadside
Demonstration, convinced him that nonviolent resistance could defeat injustice. Snow embraced pacifism
wholeheartedly and denounced all war as evil even as America mobilized for World War II after the attack
on Pearl Harbor. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, he became involved with creating Missouri’s
conservation movement. Near the end of his life, he found a retreat in the Missouri Ozarks, where he wrote
this recollection of his life.

This unique and honest series of personal essays expresses the thoughts of a farmer, a hunter, a husband, a
father and grandfather, a man with a soft spot for mules and dogs and all kinds of people. Snow’s prose
reveals much about a way of life in the region during the first half of the twentieth century, as well as the
social and political events that affected the entire nation. Whether arguing that a good stock dog should be
left alone to do its work, explaining the process of making swampland suitable for agriculture, or putting
forth his case for world peace, Snow’s ideas have a special authenticity because they did not come from an
ivory tower or a think tank—they came From Missouri.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Coggins:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled From
Missouri: An American Farmer Looks Back? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have other opinion?

Stewart Ramirez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This From Missouri: An American Farmer Looks Back book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving
From Missouri: An American Farmer Looks Back content conveys objective easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking From Missouri: An American Farmer Looks Back is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Jeffery Hall:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge
you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books
but if you want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
particular From Missouri: An American Farmer Looks Back is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

William Matthews:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting From Missouri: An American
Farmer Looks Back that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your
good habit, it is possible to pick From Missouri: An American Farmer Looks Back become your current
starter.
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