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Toward the end of his life Franz Liszt maintained extensive correspondence with two women who were at
the time his closest confidantes, Carolyne von Sayn-Wittgenstein and Olga von Meyendorff. Liszt wrote to
them regularly, expressing his intimate feelings about personal and career events and his conflicted self-
image as a celebrated performer but underappreciated composer. Absent a diary, the letters offer the most
direct avenue into Liszt's psyche in his final years. Liszt's Final Decade explores through these letters the
mind and music of one of the nineteenth century's most popular musicians, providing insight into Liszt's
melancholia in his last years and his struggle to gain recognition for his music yet avoid criticism. The
exchange indicates that Liszt ultimately resolved his inner conflict through a personally constructed Christian
moral philosophy that embraced positive resignation to suffering, compassionate love, and trust in a just
reward to come. The book also examines how Liszt's late sacred compositions affirm the yielding of
suffering to joy and hope. Significantly, Liszt viewed these works, commonly overlooked today, as a major
part of his compositional legacy. This volume thus challenges the idea of a single "late" Lisztian style and
the notion that despair overwhelmed the composer in his final years. Dolores Pesce is the Avis Blewett
Professor of Music in Arts and Sciences at Washington University in St. Louis.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Franks:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Liszt's Final Decade (Eastman Studies in Music) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Liszt's Final Decade (Eastman Studies in Music) giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Carol Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Liszt's Final Decade (Eastman Studies in
Music) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Liszt's Final Decade
(Eastman Studies in Music) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Donald Tuel:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. Liszt's Final Decade (Eastman Studies in Music) can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Awilda Kell:

This Liszt's Final Decade (Eastman Studies in Music) is completely new way for you who has interest to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Liszt's Final Decade
(Eastman Studies in Music) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book
is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah
I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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