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Arguing that the end of the eighteenth-century witnessed the emergence of an important female poetic
tradition, Claire Knowles analyzes the poetry of several key women writing between 1780 and 1860.
Knowles provides important context by demonstrating the influence of the Della Cruscans in exposing the
constructed and performative nature of the trope of sensibility, a revelation that was met with critical
hostility by a literary culture that valorised sincerity. This sets the stage for Charlotte Smith, who pioneers an
autobiographical approach to poetic production that places increased emphasis on the connection between
the poet's physical body and her body of work. Knowles shows the poets Susan Evance, Letitia Elizabeth
Landon, and Elizabeth Barrett-Browning advancing Smith's poetic strategy as they seek to elicit a powerful
sympathetic response from readers by highlighting a connection between their actual suffering and the
production of poetry. From this environment, a specific tradition in female poetry arises that is identifiable in
the work of twentieth-century writers like Sylvia Plath and continues to pertain today. Alongside this new
understanding of poetic tradition, Knowles provides an innovative account of the central role of women
writers to an emergent late eighteenth-century mass literary culture and traces a crucial discursive shift that
takes place in poetic production during this period. She argues that the movement away from the passionate
discourse of sensibility in the late eighteenth century to the more contained rhetoric of sentimentality in the
early nineteenth had an enormous effect, not only on female poets but also on British literary culture as a
whole.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Morrison:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Sensibility and Female
Poetic Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of Charlotte Smith? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lonnie Hammer:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Sensibility and Female Poetic Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of Charlotte
Smith book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving Sensibility and Female Poetic Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of
Charlotte Smith content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Sensibility
and Female Poetic Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of Charlotte Smith is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Terry Klatt:

The experience that you get from Sensibility and Female Poetic Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of
Charlotte Smith may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Sensibility and Female Poetic
Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of Charlotte Smith giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Sensibility and Female Poetic Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of
Charlotte Smith instantly.

Barry Bennett:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Sensibility and Female Poetic Tradition, 1780-1860: The Legacy of Charlotte Smith this publication



consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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