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By the end of the 15th century, the remains of the ancient gods littered the landscape of Western Europe.
Christianity had erased the religions of ancient Greece and Rome and most Europeans believed the
destruction of classical art was God's judgment on the pagan deities. How, then, did European artists during
the next three centuries create such monumental works as Botticelli's The Birth of Venus and Raphael's
Parnassus?
In The Mirror of the Gods, Malcolm Bull tells the revolutionary story of how the great artists of Western
Europe--from Botticelli and Leonardo to Titian and Rubens--revived the gods of ancient Greece and Rome.
Each chapter focuses on a different deity and sheds dazzling new light on such familiar figures as Venus,
Hercules, and Bacchus. Bull draws on hundreds of illustrations to illuminate the ancient myths through the
eyes of Renaissance and Baroque artists, not as they appear in classical literature. When the wealthy and
powerful princes of Christian Europe began to identify with the pagan gods, myth became the artist's
medium for telling the story of his own time. The Mirror of the Gods is the fascinating and extraordinary
story of how Renaissance artists combined mythological imagery and artistic virtuosity to change the course
of western art.
The Mirror of the Gods profoundly deepens our understanding of some of the greatest and most subversive
artwork in European history. This delightfully told, lavishly illustrated, and extraordinary book amply
rewards our ongoing fascination with classical myth and Renaissance art.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanne Linder:

The book The Mirror of the Gods: How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book The Mirror of the Gods: How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Mirror of the
Gods: How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Wanda Mason:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Mirror of the Gods:
How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Kenneth Clark:

You can find this The Mirror of the Gods: How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jennifer Smith:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Mirror of the Gods: How the
Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Mirror of the Gods: How the
Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel



alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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