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One of The Economist's 2011 Books of the Year

Did Garibaldi do Italy a disservice when he helped its disparate parts achieve unity? Was the goal of political
unification a mistake? These questions are asked and answered in a number of ways in this engaging,
original consideration of the many histories that contribute to the brilliance-and weakness-of Italy today.

David Gilmour's wonderfully readable exploration of Italian life over the centuries is filled with provocative
anecdotes as well as personal observations, and is peopled with the great figures of the Italian past-from
Cicero and Virgil to Dante and the Medicis, from Garibaldi and Cavour to the controversial politicians of the
twentieth century. Gilmour's wise account of the Risorgimento, the pivotal epoch in modern Italian history,
debunks the nationalistic myths that surround it, though he paints a sympathetic portrait of Giuseppe Verdi, a
beloved hero of the era. Gilmour shows that the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions, with their
distinctive art, civic cultures, identities, and cuisines. Italy's inhabitants identified themselves not as Italians
but as Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and Lombards, Neapolitans and Genoese. Italy's strength and culture
still come from its regions rather than from its misconceived, mishandled notion of a unified nation.

With The Pursuit of Italy, David Gilmour has provided a coherent, persuasive, and entertaining interpretation
of the paradoxes of Italian life, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Dillard:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its
Regions, and Their Peoples as your daily resource information.

Mary May:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Andrea Behnke:

The guide untitled The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a
Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jimmy Miller:

Beside this The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Pursuit of Italy: A History of a Land, Its Regions, and Their Peoples
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!
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