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Throughout the Civil War, newspaper headlines and stories repeatedly asked some variation of the question
posed by the New York Timesin 1862, "What shall we do with the negro?' The future status of African
Americans was a pressing issue for those in both the North and in the South. Consulting a broad range of
contemporary newspapers, magazines, books, army records, government documents, publications of citizens
organizations, letters, diaries, and other sources, Paul D. Escott examines the attitudes and actions of
Northerners and Southerners regarding the future of African Americans after the end of davery. "What Shall
We Do with the Negro?' demonstrates how historians together with our larger national popular culture have
wrenched the history of this period from its context in order to portray key figures as heroes or exemplars of
national virtue.

Escott gives especia critical attention to Abraham Lincoln. Since the civil rights movement, many popular
books have treated Lincoln as an icon, a mythical leader with thoroughly modern views on all aspects of
race. But, focusing on Lincoln’s policies rather than attempting to divine Lincoln’sintentions from his often
ambiguous or cryptic statements, Escott reveals a president who placed a higher priority on reunion than on
emancipation, who showed an enduring respect for states' rights, who assumed that the social status of
African Americans would change very slowly in freedom, and who offered major incentives to white
Southerners at the expense of the interests of blacks.Escott’ s approach reveal s the depth of slavery’s
influence on society and the pervasiveness of assumptions of white supremacy. "What Shall We Do with the
Negro?' serves as a corrective in offering a more realistic, more nuanced, and |ess celebratory approach to
understanding this crucial period in American history.
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From reader reviews:
Rebecca Bailey:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their habby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this "What Shall We Do with the Negro?': Lincoln, White Racism,
and Civil War America.

Ronald Ybarra:

The book "What Shall We Do with the Negro?': Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a
book "What Shall We Do with the Negro?': Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America? Several of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book "What Shall We Do with the Negro?': Lincoln, White
Racism, and Civil War America has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you.

Y ou can look the enormous world by wide open and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Soledad Neeley:

Typically the book "What Shall We Do with the Negro?': Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America
will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe theideais very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book "What
Shall We Do with the Negro?': Lincoln, White Racism, and Civil War America is much recommended to
you you just read. Y ou can aso get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Christopher Melendez:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication "What Shall We Do with the Negro?': Lincoln, White Racism,
and Civil War Americawas filled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike at this point, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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