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At atime when food is becoming increasingly scarce in many parts of the world and food prices are
skyrocketing, no industry is more important than agriculture. Humans have been farming for thousands of
years, and yet agriculture has undergone more fundamental changesin the past 80 years than in the previous
several centuries. In 1900, 30 million American farmerstilled the soil or tended livestock; today there are
fewer than 4.5 million farmers who feed a population four times larger than it was at the beginning of the
century. Fifty years ago, the planet could not have sustained a population of 6.5 billion; now, commercial
and industrial agriculture ensure that millions will not die from starvation. Farmers are able to feed an
exponentially growing planet because the greatest industrial revolution in history has occurred in agriculture
since 1929, with U.S. farmers leading the way. Productivity on American farms has increased tenfold, even
as most small farmers and tenants have been forced to find other work. Today, only 300,000 farms produce
approximately ninety percent of the total output, and overproduction, largely subsidized by government
programs and policies, has become the hallmark of modern agriculture. A Revolution Down on the Farm:
The Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 charts the profound changes in farming that have
occurred during author Paul K. Conkin's lifetime. His personal experiences growing up on asmall Tennessee
farm complement compelling statistical data as he explores America's vast agricultural transformation and
considersits social, political, and economic consequences. He examines the history of American agriculture,
showing how New Deal innovations evolved into convoluted commodity programs following World War 1.
Conkin assesses the skills, new technologies, and government policies that helped transform farming in
America and suggests how new legislation might affect farming in decades to come. Although the increased
production and mechanization of farming has been an economic success story for Americans, the costs are
becoming increasingly apparent. Small farmers are put out of business when they cannot compete with giant,
non-diversified corporate farms. Caged chickens and hogs in factory-like facilities or confined dairy cattle
reguire massive amounts of chemicals and hormones ultimately ingested by consumers. Fertilizers, new
organic chemicals, manure disposal, and genetically modified seeds have introduced environmental problems
that are still being discovered. A Revolution Down on the Farm concludes with an evaluation of farming in
the twenty-first century and a distinctive meditation on alternatives to our present large scale, mechanized,
subsidized, and fossil fuel and chemically dependent system.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Lee:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each datathey get. How many peopleto
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Revolution Down on the Farm: The
Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
aready know.

Shirley Parker:

Typically the book A Revolution Down on the Farm: The Transformation of American Agriculture since
1929 will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the ideais
very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book A Revolution Down
on the Farm: The Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 is much recommended to you to learn.
Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Beth French:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
A Revolution Down on the Farm: The Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The A Revolution Down on the Farm: The
Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929 giving you one more experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful details for your better lifein this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Adam Carter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them isthis A Revolution Down on the Farm: The
Transformation of American Agriculture since 1929.
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