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A novel of social and moral themes, Hard Times is the archetypal Dickens novel, filled with family
difficulties, estrangement, rotten values and unhappiness. Published in 1854, it is set in the imaginary
Coketown, an industrial city inspired by Preston, and tells the story of the family of Thomas Gradgrind, a
man obsessed with misguided 'Utilitarian’ values that make him trust facts, statistics and practicality over
emotion. Based on James Mill (the Utilitarian leader), Gradgrind raises his own children, Louisaand Tom, in
line with these same views, forcing an artless existence on them. Contemporary critics such as Macaulay
savaged the book for its supposed 'sullen socialism' but it has become well regarded since earning the favour
of George Bernard Shaw.

This Macmillan Collector's Library edition isillustrated by Harry French, with an afterword by David Stuart
Davies.

Designed to appeal to the booklover, the Macmillan Collector's Library is a series of beautiful gift editions of
much loved classic titles. Macmillan Collector's Library are books to love and treasure.
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From reader reviews:
Frankie Evans;

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Hard Times
(Macmillan Collector's Library Book 57)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Richard Pease:

The fedling that you get from Hard Times (Macmillan Collector's Library Book 57) may be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Hard Times (Macmillan Collector's Library Book 57) giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Hard Times
(Macmillan Collector's Library Book 57) instantly.

Robert Heck:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Hard Times (Macmillan Collector's Library Book 57) can
be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lynnette Jennings.

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be examine. Hard Times (Macmillan Collector's Library Book 57) can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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