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This work offers, firstly, a fresh historical, philosophical and cultural interpretation of the relation between
the eighteenth-century discourse of sensibility, the sublime, and the theory and practice of eighteenth-century
law. Secondly, the work exposes and explores the influence of this combination of discourses upon the
formation of gender identities in this period. The author argues that it is only through a study of the
convergence of these key eighteenth-century discourses that changing conceptualisations of femininity can
fully be understood. Thirdly, it examines the presence, within eighteenth-century fiction by women, of a new
female subject. Novels by women in this period, Chaplin posits, begin to reveal that the female subject
position constructed through the discourses of law, sensibility and the sublime gives rise, for women, to a
feminine ontological crisis that may be seen to anticipate by two hundred years the trauma of the 'post
modern' male subject unable to present a unified subjectivity to himself or to the world. This feminine crisis
finds expression within a range of female fiction of the mid-to-late eighteenth century - in Charlotte Lennox's
anti-romance satire, Frances Sheridan's 'conduct-book' novels, the Gothic romances of Radcliffe and Eliza
Fenwick and the sensationalistic horror fiction of Charlotte Dacre. Concentrating upon these writers, Chaplin
argues that their works 'speak of dread' on behalf of women in this period and to varying degrees challenge
discourses that construct femininity as a highly unstable, barely tenable subject position. Combining the
works of Lyotard and Irigaray to formulate a new feminist reading of the eighteenth-century discourse of the
sublime, this study offers fresh insights into the culture and politics of the eighteenth century. It presents
highly original readings of well-known and lesser-known literary texts that interrogate from fresh
perspectives the complex theoretical issues pertaining to
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From reader reviews:

Archie Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Law, Sensibility and
the Sublime in Eighteenth-Century Women's Fiction: Speaking of Dread is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Michael Hamrick:

This book untitled Law, Sensibility and the Sublime in Eighteenth-Century Women's Fiction: Speaking of
Dread to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book
from your list.

Ronald Marinelli:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Law, Sensibility and the Sublime in Eighteenth-Century
Women's Fiction: Speaking of Dread can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
Law, Sensibility and the Sublime in Eighteenth-Century Women's Fiction: Speaking of Dread.

Edward Reed:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book Law, Sensibility and the Sublime in Eighteenth-Century Women's Fiction: Speaking of
Dread. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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