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Thefirst historical appraisal of the astonishing life and times of a controversial twentieth-century saint

Padre Pio is one of the world's most beloved holy figures, more popular in Italy than the Virgin Mary and
even Jesus. Histomb is the most visited Catholic shrine anywhere, drawing more devotees than Lourdes. His
miraculous feats included the ability to fly and to be present in two places at once; an apparition of Padre Pio
in midair prevented Allied warplanes from dropping bombs on his hometown. Most notable of all were his
stigmata, which provoke heated controversy to this day. Were they truly God-given? A psychosomatic
response to extreme devotion? Or, perhaps, the self-inflicted wounds of a charlatan?

Now acclaimed historian Sergio Luzzatto offers a pioneering investigation of this remarkable man and his
followers. Neither aworshipful hagiography nor a sensationalist exposé, Padre Pio is a nuanced examination
of the persistence of mysticism in contemporary society and a striking analysis of the links between
Catholicism and twentieth-century politics. Granted unprecedented access to the Vatican archives, Luzzatto
has also unearthed a letter from Padre Pio himself in which the monk asks for a secret delivery of carbolic
acid—a discovery which helps explain why two successive popes regarded Padre Pio as a fraud, until
pressure from Pio-worshipping pilgrims forced the Vatican to change its views.

A profoundly original tale of wounds and wonder, salvation and swindle, Padre Pio exploreswhat it really
means to be a saint in our time.
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From reader reviews:
Alicia Wescott:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Padre Pio: Miracles and Politicsin a Secular
Age had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The book Padre Pio: Miracles and Politicsin a Secular Age is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can
spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Padre Pio:
Miracles and Politicsin a Secular Age. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

ThomasHall:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Padre Pio: Miracles and Politics in a Secular Age can be good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sandra L eggett:

Padre Pio: Miracles and Politics in a Secular Age can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer
giving higher effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Padre Pio: Miracles and
Politicsin a Secular Age although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you
into new stage of crucial considering.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is Padre Pio: Miracles and Politicsin a Secular Age.
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