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A magnificent new biography that revolutionizes our understanding of Stalin and his world

It has the quality of myth: a poor cobbler’s son, a seminarian from an oppressed outer province of the
Russian empire, reinvents himself as a top leader in a band of revolutionary zealots. When the band seizes
control of the country in the aftermath of total world war, the former seminarian ruthlessly dominates the
new regime until he stands as absolute ruler of a vast and terrible state apparatus, with dominion over
Eurasia. While still building his power base within the Bolshevik dictatorship, he embarks upon the greatest
gamble of his political life and the largest program of social reengineering ever attempted: the
collectivization of all agriculture and industry across one sixth of the earth. Millions will die, and many more
millions will suffer, but the man will push through to the end against all resistance and doubts.

Where did such power come from?  In Stalin, Stephen Kotkin offers a biography that, at long last, is equal to
this shrewd, sociopathic, charismatic dictator in all his dimensions. The character of Stalin emerges as both
astute and blinkered, cynical and true believing, people oriented and vicious, canny enough to see through
people but prone to nonsensical beliefs. We see a man inclined to despotism who could be utterly charming,
a pragmatic ideologue, a leader who obsessed over slights yet was a precocious geostrategic thinker—unique
among Bolsheviks—and yet who made egregious strategic blunders. Through it all, we see Stalin’s
unflinching persistence, his sheer force of will—perhaps the ultimate key to understanding his indelible mark
on history.

Stalin gives an intimate view of the Bolshevik regime’s inner geography of power, bringing to the fore fresh
materials from Soviet military intelligence and the secret police. Kotkin rejects the inherited wisdom about
Stalin’s psychological makeup, showing us instead how Stalin’s near paranoia was fundamentally political,
and closely tracks the Bolshevik revolution’s structural paranoia, the predicament of a Communist regime in
an overwhelmingly capitalist world, surrounded and penetrated by enemies. At the same time, Kotkin
demonstrates the impossibility of understanding Stalin’s momentous decisions outside of the context of the
tragic history of imperial Russia.

The product of a decade of intrepid research, Stalin is a landmark achievement, a work that recasts the way
we think about the Soviet Union, revolution, dictatorship, the twentieth century, and indeed the art of history
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Preuss:

The book Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Stalin: Volume I:
Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like open and read a reserve Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Alfredo Dunn:

The knowledge that you get from Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 could be the more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Stalin: Volume I:
Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 instantly.

Frank Quintana:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of
Power, 1878-1928 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 become your own starter.

Ann Cason:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 as well
as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Stalin: Volume I: Paradoxes of Power, 1878-1928 to make your spare time far more colorful.
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