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Today, monthly issues of Cosmopolitan magazine scream out to readers from checkout counters and
newsstands. With bright covers and bold, sexy headlines, this famous periodical targets young, single women
aspiring to become the quintessential “Cosmo girl.” Cosmopolitan is known for its vivacious character and
frank, explicit attitude toward sex, yet because of its reputation, many people don’t realize that the magazine
has undergone many incarnations before its current one, including family literary magazine and muckraking
investigative journal, and all are presented in The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine. The
book boasts one particularly impressive contributor: Helen Gurley Brown herself, who rarely grants
interviews but spoke and corresponded with James Landersto aid in his research.

When launched in 1886, Cosmopolitan was a family literary magazine that published quality fiction,
children’s stories, and homemaking tips. In 1889 it was rescued from bankruptcy by wealthy entrepreneur
John Brisben Walker, who introduced illustrations and attracted writers such as Mark Twain, Willa Cather,
and H. G. Wells. Then, when newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst purchased Cosmopolitan in
1905, he turned it into a purveyor of exposé journalism to aid his personal political pursuits. But when Hearst
abandoned those ambitions, he changed the magazine in the 1920s back to afiction periodical featuring
leading writers such as Theodore Dreiser, Sinclair Lewis, and William Somerset Maugham. His approach
garnered success by the 1930s, but poor editing sunk Cosmo’ s readership as decades went on. By the mid-
1960s executives considered letting Cosmopolitan die, but Helen Gurley Brown, an ambitious and savvy
businesswoman, submitted a plan for a dramatic editorial makeover. Gurley Brown took the helm and saved
Cosmopolitan by publishing articles about topics other women’s magazines avoided. Twenty years later,
when the magazine ended its first century, Cosmopolitan was the profit center of the Hearst Corporation and
aculturally significant force in young women'slives.

The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine explores how Cosmopolitan survived three
near-death experiences to become one of the most dynamic and successful magazines of the twentieth
century. Landers uses awealth of primary source materials to place this important magazine in the context of
history and depict how it became the cultural touchstoneit istoday. This book will be of interest not only to
modern Cosmo aficionadas but a so to journalism students, news historians, and anyone interested in
publishing.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Callaway:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyoneis you don't
know what kind you should start with. This The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in
thisera

SerinaHorne:

The book untitled The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine contain alot of information on
that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives
you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Bernard Davisson:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many guestion for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan
Magazine or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you fedl need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially.
Those textbooks are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Improbable First Century of Casmopolitan Magazine to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

William Sam:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
named of book The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine. Y ou can include your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It ismost essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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