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Medical care of the terminally ill is one of the most emotionally fraught and controversial issues before the
public today. As medicine advances and technologies develop, end-of-life care becomes more individualized
and uncertain, guided less by science and more by values and beliefs. The crux of the controversy is when to
withhold or withdraw curative treatments--when is enough, enough?
Political debates rage about when treatment is no longer effective; difficult cases are contested in courts; and
the media devour the most sensational aspects of end-of-life care. In all this excitement and controversy,
what is sadly overlooked is the extreme pressure that care of the terminally ill puts on medical staff as they
deal with patients and their families and make life-or-death decisions. That pressure--the psychological strain
and continuing uncertainties--is magnified when the patients are children.
David Bearison looks at this controversial issue from the perspective of the medical staff caring for dying
children. Not just doctors, but nurses and counselors as well. By capturing their stories--as no other book has,
Bearison is able to move beyond broad, abstract ideas about end-of-life care to convey the situated contexts
of such care, including the complications, disagreements, frustrations, confusions, and unexpected setbacks.
In addition to a discussion of questions surrounding whether to withhold or withdraw curative treatments,
When Treatment Fails explores the crucial concerns of those medical practitioners who care for dying
children: education and training, relation with one another, communicating with patients and families, and
finally, coping and moving on. Ultimately, the threads connecting these themes are the great costs and
rewards of this difficult work, and the lessons that can be drawn from the nitty-gritty experiences of medical
practitioners who struggle to find the balance between trying to defeat death and trying to provide comfort.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Teegarden:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called When Treatment
Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Steven Peterson:

The book When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a
book When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children for being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a publication When Treatment Fails:
How Medicine Cares for Dying Children. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Cristen Washington:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of When Treatment Fails:
How Medicine Cares for Dying Children to read.

Danielle Burdette:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children we can get more advantage. Don't you
to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book When Treatment Fails:
How Medicine Cares for Dying Children. You can more pleasing than now.
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