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Did food poisoning play a role in the Salem witch trials, leading to the hanging of nineteen men and women?
Which poison recently laced the food of Russian ex-KGB agent Viktor Litvinenko, and how did it kill him?
In Death in the Pot, internationally renowned food expert Morton Satin documents several culinary mishaps
and misdeeds in an engrossing narrative that spans the ancient world to the present day.
Historic events both tragic and bizarre have resulted from adulterated food. In the fifth century BCE, the
great plague of Athens, probably caused by contaminated cereals, led to the defeat of the Athenians in the
Peloponnesian War. In the prescientific Middle Ages, illnesses resulting from contaminated food were often
attributed to the wrath of God or malevolent spirits. Heavily infectious ergot induced a spasmodic muscle
condition, which the Church named "St. Anthony’s Fire" and interpreted as retribution by God on heretics.
Similarly, in seventeenth-century America the hallucinogenic symptoms of moldy grain were thought by
Puritans to be signs of witchcraft. Even the madness of King George III, which played a role in the American
Revolution, may have been induced by accidental arsenic poisoning.
In the twentieth century, Satin recounts the efforts of modern industrial societies to make food safer; in some
cases these efforts were heroic. For example, in the early days of the Food and Drug Administration a
"Poison Squad" was formed, consisting of young scientists who willingly acted as guinea pigs to test the
toxic effects of chemical additives. Today, the government has focused on the hazards of food bioterrorism.
Satin concludes by describing measures taken to protect the public from intentional and unintentional
poisoning, as well as recounting recent poisoning incidents.
Both a fascinating glimpse into history from a unique angle and an authoritative reference work on food
safety, Death in the Pot offers entertaining and informative reading for laypersons as well as experts in food
technology and public health.
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From reader reviews:

April Hall:

With other case, little folks like to read book Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new
book Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Stephen Medley:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History book is readable
by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
regarding Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Martha Fincher:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History
can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Rachel Haley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food
Poisoning on History e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Death in the Pot:
The Impact of Food Poisoning on History as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an



additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.
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