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Why do democracies win wars? This is a critical question in the study of international relations, as a
traditional view--expressed most famously by Alexis de Tocqueville--has been that democracies are inferior
in crafting foreign policy and fighting wars. In Democracies at War, the first major study of its kind, Dan
Reiter and Allan Stam come to a very different conclusion. Democracies tend to win the wars they fight--
specifically, about eighty percent of the time.

Complementing their wide-ranging case-study analysis, the authors apply innovative statistical tests and new
hypotheses. In unusually clear prose, they pinpoint two reasons for democracies' success at war. First, as
elected leaders understand that losing a war can spell domestic political backlash, democracies start only
those wars they are likely to win. Secondly, the emphasis on individuality within democratic societies means
that their soldiers fight with greater initiative and superior leadership.

Surprisingly, Reiter and Stam find that it is neither economic muscle nor bandwagoning between democratic
powers that enables democracies to win wars. They also show that, given societal consent, democracies are
willing to initiate wars of empire or genocide. On the whole, they find, democracies' dependence on public
consent makes for more, rather than less, effective foreign policy. Taking a fresh approach to a question that
has long merited such a study, this book yields crucial insights on security policy, the causes of war, and the
interplay between domestic politics and international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Democracies at War can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity
to you.

Homer Anderson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Democracies at War
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are
able to pick Democracies at War become your personal starter.

Mike Huey:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Democracies at War. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Gloria White:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Democracies at War we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life at this time book Democracies at War. You can more appealing than now.
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