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As cities have gentrified, educated urbanites have come to prize what they regard as "authentic" urban life:
aging buildings, art galleries, small boutiques, upscale food markets, neighborhood old-timers, funky ethnic
restaurants, and old, family-owned shops. These signify a place's authenticity, in contrast to the bland
standardization of the suburbs and exurbs.

But as Sharon Zukin shows in Naked City, the rapid and pervasive demand for authenticity--evident in
escalating real estate prices, expensive stores, and closely monitored urban streetscapes--has helped drive out
the very people who first lent a neighborhood its authentic aura: immigrants, the working class, and artists.
Zukin traces this economic and social evolution in six archetypal New York areas--Williamsburg, Harlem,
the East Village, Union Square, Red Hook, and the city's community gardens--and travels to both the city's
first IKEA store and the World Trade Center site. She shows that for followers of Jane Jacobs, this
transformation is a perversion of what was supposed to happen. Indeed, Naked City is a sobering update of
Jacobs' legendary 1961 book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Like Jacobs, Zukin looks at
what gives neighborhoods a sense of place, but argues that over time, the emphasis on neighborhood
distinctiveness has become a tool of economic elites to drive up real estate values and effectively force out
the neighborhood "characters" that Jacobs so evocatively idealized.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

The book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places will bring you to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very suited to you. The book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Filiberto Dacosta:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places.

Jeffrey Blough:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places provide you
with a new experience in examining a book.

Robert Shaw:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places. You can more attractive than now.
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