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An irresistible journey of discovery, science, history, and myth making, told through the lives and
afterlives of seven famous human ancestors

Over the last century, the search for human ancestors has spanned four continents and resulted in the
discovery of hundreds of fossils. While most of these discoveries live quietly in museum collections, there
are a few that have become world-renowned celebrity personas—ambassadors of science that speak to public
audiences. In Seven Skeletons, historian of science Lydia Pyne explores how seven such famous fossils of
our ancestors have the social cachet they enjoy today.

Drawing from archives, museums, and interviews, Pyne builds a cultural history for each celebrity
fossil—from its discovery to its afterlife in museum exhibits to its legacy in popular culture. These seven
include the three-foot tall “hobbit” from Flores, the Neanderthal of La Chapelle, the Taung Child, the
Piltdown Man hoax, Peking Man, Australopithecus sediba, and Lucy—each embraced and celebrated by
generations, and vivid examples of how discoveries of how our ancestors have been received, remembered,
and immortalized. 

With wit and insight, Pyne brings to life each fossil, and how it is described, put on display, and shared
among scientific communities and the broader public. This fascinating, endlessly entertaining book puts the
impact of paleoanthropology into new context, a reminder of how our past as a species continues to affect, in
astounding ways, our present culture and imagination.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Vanhook:

The book Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like available and read a e-book Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most
Famous Human Fossils. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this guide?

George Kirby:

This Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Joseph Cosgrove:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the
World's Most Famous Human Fossils is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Anne Simons:

You can find this Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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