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The Gardiners of Massachusetts examines late eighteenth-century American political and cultural history
through the lives and careers of three men from successive generations of a prominent New England family.
Silvester Gardiner, who established the family's fortunes in Boston, was a colonial surgeon, a dedicated
Anglican, and a Loyalist. He received his medical training in Britain before settling in Massachusetts, where
he became a giant in the drugs trade. In the mid-eighteenth century, as a director of the Kennebeck
Company, he acquired vast landholdings in what became the state of Maine.

At the end of the Revolution, when Silvester's estates were in jeopardy, his son John returned to his native
New England after a long absence. Fully at ease within the British Atlantic Empire, John relied on his
knowledge of imperial administration and on his connections at Whitehall and Westminster to enhance his
career. He attended university in Glasgow during the Scottish Enlightenment and studied law at London's
Inns of Court. His legal practice took him to Wales and the Caribbean island of St. Kitts. Returning to
Boston in the 1780s, he emerged as a figure of considerable public controversy. John's son, J.S.J. Gardiner,
was an Episcopal priest and a leader of Boston's Federalist literati.

As Milford describes the careers of these three men, he contends that the Gardiners exemplified the
ambitions of the cosmopolitan middle class throughout the British Empire and English-speaking Atlantic
world during the decades just before and after the American Revolution. He also uses this history to
intervene in the long-running scholarly debate over the relative influence of liberalism and republicanism in
the political culture of the early republic. The Gardiners' ambitions, Milford suggests, demonstrate a deep
allegiance to the liberal vocabulary of private gains and public good--a vocabulary in which Americans had
been schooled by their imperial engagements. Because of this attachment to liberalism, the disintegration of
British authority in the colonies presented an acute dilemma for those New Englanders for whom the British
Empire had offered an expanding array of professional opportunities.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Gray:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Gardiners of Massachusetts: Provincial Ambition and the British-
American Career (Revisiting New England: the New Regionalism).

June Hargrove:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Gardiners of Massachusetts:
Provincial Ambition and the British-American Career (Revisiting New England: the New Regionalism)
guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Gardiners of Massachusetts: Provincial Ambition
and the British-American Career (Revisiting New England: the New Regionalism) as good book not just by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Richard Pascual:

Beside this kind of The Gardiners of Massachusetts: Provincial Ambition and the British-American Career
(Revisiting New England: the New Regionalism) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have The Gardiners of Massachusetts: Provincial Ambition and the British-American Career
(Revisiting New England: the New Regionalism) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!

Kevin Diaz:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From



media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the The Gardiners of Massachusetts: Provincial Ambition and the British-American Career
(Revisiting New England: the New Regionalism) when you required it?
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