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Employing intuitive ideas from mathematics, this quirky "meta-memoir" raises questions about our lives that
most of us don't think to ask, but arguably should: What part of memory is reliable fact, what part creative
embellishment? Which favorite presuppositions are unfounded, which statistically biased? By conjoining
two opposing mindsets--the suspension of disbelief required in storytelling and the skepticism inherent in the
scientific method--bestselling mathematician John Allen Paulos has created an unusual hybrid, a composite
of personal memories and mathematical approaches to re-evaluating them.

Entertaining vignettes from Paulos's biography abound--ranging from a bullying math teacher and a fabulous
collection of baseball cards to romantic crushes, a grandmother’s petty larceny, and his quite unintended role
in getting George Bush elected president in 2000. These vignettes serve as springboards to many telling
perspectives: simple arithmetic puts life-long habits in a dubious new light; higher dimensional geometry
helps us see that we're all rather peculiar; nonlinear dynamics explains the narcissism of small differences
cascading into very different siblings; logarithms and exponentials yield insight on why we tend to become
bored and jaded as we age; and there are tricks and jokes, probability and coincidences, and much more.

For fans of Paulos or newcomersto hiswork, this witty commentary on his life--and yours--is fascinating
reading.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Vincent Baker:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and natice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhile isreading. Y ep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific A Numerate Life: A Mathematician
Exploresthe Vagaries of Life, His Own and Probably Y ours book as nice and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Kathleen Edwards:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when
those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptabl e to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen with you if you take A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the Vagaries
of Life, His Own and Probably Y ours as your daily resource information.

Kathleen Young:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you
should do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the
booksin the top listing in your reading list is definitely A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the
Vagaries of Life, His Own and Probably Y ours. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Jonathan Smith:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Explores the Vagaries
of Life, His Own and Probably Y ours as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes A Numerate Life: A Mathematician Exploresthe Vagaries of Life, His
Own and Probably Y ours to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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