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A history of Toronto’s general hospital offers a window on a broader history of Upper Canada and Ontario
over the last two centuries. In this lively and authoritative account, J.T.H. Connor traces the hospital’s two-
hundred-year evolution, as its mandate to ‘do good’ forced constant adjustment to changing social, medical,
and government attitudes.

Doing Good presents the hospital’s history in three phases – roughly speaking, the first and second halves of
the nineteenth century, and the twentieth century. From its conception in 1797 to the mid-1850s – it did not
actually acquire a home until 1819 nor occupy it until 1829 – it functioned as a charitable institution, catering
to the sick poor. It acted initially as a clearing station for sick immigrants; it later was deeply affected by
political events and became embroiled in the medical turmoil of Toronto in the 1840s and early 1850s. In the
second era, from the mid-1850s, it was a public charity, receiving stable government funding and
constructing a new home in eastern Toronto. By the 1870s, it was winning praise as a model hospital.

In the twentieth century, it early on established close links with the University of Toronto, building a vast
and up-to-date new facility adjacent to the university, which opened in 1913. Its international reputation as
an academic hospital grew over the decades to include a high profile in research, most notably in cancer and
medical technology. By the 1960s the institution was being run as a public hospital, and the late 1990s saw
its absorption into a hospital mega-corporation – the University Health Network – along with three other
nearby hospitals.

This work is the most comprehensive analysis of any Canadian hospital or health care institution yet to
appear. Using trustees’ minutes, medical journals, newspapers, and government reports, along with
correspondence, photographs, and reminiscences of trustees, nurses, doctors, and patients, Connor offers
acute observation and detailed analysis, as well as compelling character studies and revealing anecdotes.
Broad in scope and meticulously executed, Doing Good brings vividly to life the day-to-day routines, the
behind-the-scenes intrigue, and the people and politics of a great urban hospital.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for us. The book Doing Good: The Life of Toronto's General Hospital has
been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Doing Good: The Life of Toronto's General Hospital is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Doing Good: The Life of Toronto's General
Hospital. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Dorothy Wright:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Doing Good: The Life of Toronto's General Hospital, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Earl Diehl:

The book untitled Doing Good: The Life of Toronto's General Hospital contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Catherine Poppe:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Doing Good: The Life of Toronto's General Hospital was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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