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How can the United States avoid a future surprise attack on the scale of 9/11 or Pearl Harbor, in an era when
such devastating attacks can come not only from nation states, but also from terrorist groups or cyber
enemies?

Intelligence and Surprise Attack examines why surprise attacks often succeed even though, in most cases,
warnings had been available beforehand. Erik J. Dahl challenges the conventional wisdom about intelligence
failure, which holds that attacks succeed because important warnings get lost amid noise or because
intelligence officials lack the imagination and collaboration to “connect the dots” of available information.
Comparing cases of intelligence failure with intelligence success, Dahl finds that the key to success is not
more imagination or better analysis, but better acquisition of precise, tactical-level intelligence combined
with the presence of decision makers who are willing to listen to and act on the warnings they receive from
their intelligence staff.

The book offers a new understanding of classic cases of conventional and terrorist attacks such as Pearl
Harbor, the Battle of Midway, and the bombings of US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. The book also
presents a comprehensive analysis of the intelligence picture before the 9/11 attacks, making use of new
information available since the publication of the 9/11 Commission Report and challenging some of that
report’s findings.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

The book Intelligence and Surprise Attack can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Intelligence and Surprise Attack? A number of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Intelligence and Surprise Attack has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ethel Fung:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Intelligence and
Surprise Attack suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Intelligence and Surprise Attackis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Rosa Milliken:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Intelligence and Surprise Attack is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Corey Watts:

You will get this Intelligence and Surprise Attack by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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