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If the twentieth century witnessed the triumph of democracy then something appears to have gone seriously
wrong. Citizens around the world have become distrustful of politicians, sceptical about democratic
ingtitutions, and disillusioned about the capacity of demacratic politics to resolve pressing social concerns.
This shift in global attitudes has been explored in a vast body of writing that examines the existence of
'disaffected democrats and ‘democratic

deficits. Defending Politics meets this contemporary pessimism about the political process head on. In doing
so, it aimsto cultivate a shift from the bland and fatalistic 'politics of pessimism' that appears to dominate
public life towards a more buoyant and engaged 'politics of optimism'.

Matthew Flinders makes a highly unfashionable but incredibly important argument of almost primitive
simplicity: democratic politics delivers far more than most members of the public appear to acknowledge and
understand. If more and more peopl e are disappointed with what modern democratic politics deliversthen is
it possible that the fault lies with those who demand too much, fail to acknowledge the essence of democratic
engagement and ignore the complexities of governing in the twentieth

century rather than with democratic politicsitself? Isit possible that the public in many advanced liberal
democracies have become 'democratically decadent' in the sense that they take what demacratic politics
deliversfor granted? Would politics be interpreted as failing alittle less if we al spent a

little less time emphasising our individual rights and a little more time reflecting on our responsibilities to
society and future generations?

Democratic politics remains 'agreat and civilizing human activity... something to be valued almost as a pearl
beyond price in the history of the human condition’, as Bernard Crick stressed in his classic In Defence of
Politics fifty years ago. But it is also afar more fragile system of governing than many people appear to
realize. By returning to and updating Crick's arguments, this book provides an honest account of why
democratic politics matters and why we need to reject the

arguments of those who would turn their backs on 'mere politics in favour of more authoritarian, populist or
technocratic forms of governing. In rejecting fashionable fears about the 'end of politics and daring to
suggest that the public, the media, pressure groups, academics and politicians are al part of the

problem as well as part of the cure, this book provides a fresh, provocative, and above al optimistic view of
the achievements and future potential of democratic politics.
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From reader reviews:
Earnest Jennings:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Defending
Politics: Why Democracy Mattersin the 21st Century, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading areserve.

Melissa Parra;

The e-book untitled Defending Politics: Why Democracy Mattersin the 21st Century is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirementsis
absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Defending Politics: Why Democracy Mattersin the 21st
Century from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joan McCorkle:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st Century your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The Defending Politics: Why Democracy Matters in the 21st Century
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for
your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

William Wright:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. Defending Politics: Why Democracy Mattersin the 21st Century can be your answer given it can
be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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