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A flip through the newspaper or a glance at the evening news reveals a world in which old ways are dying
and new worlds are beginning, often in the midst of violence and chaos. In the face of these massive changes
and disruptions, many people are questioning their roles as individuals: Why am I here? What is my
purpose?

In Familiar Strangers, Gotham Chopra travels from China, Sri Lanka, and Kashmir to Chechnya and the
Yucatán in search of answers to these age-old spiritual questions. Everywhere he goes, he encounters people
who have had to dig within themselves to survive horrible realities and bear heart-wrenching losses. From
his New York to Los Angeles flight on September 11, 2001 to a harrowing week spent among young boys
toting guns in the contested hills of Kashmir and a sojourn in a small Yucatán village where he witnesses
firsthand the collision between the romance of the past and the uncertain promise of the future, Chopra
shares the wisdom, idealism, and sense of purpose he found in ordinary people living under extraordinary
circumstances.

Rich in drama and insights into cultures far different from our own, the stories Chopra recounts articulate, as
well, anxieties and fears we all share. While acknowledging that his travels often take him to the extreme
edges of civilized society, Chopra shows that the questions that arise in times of peril or in the face of great
dangers are not so different from what many of us ask in the course of our daily lives–whether after a
grueling eighty-hour work week, a six-hour exam, or a fiery argument with a lover. The challenge, he argues,
is to use these moments of revelation as the first step in moving beyond self-imposed fears and limits and
embracing new opportunities for spiritual growth.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Familiar Strangers: Finding Wisdom in the Real World? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Richard Bentley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Familiar Strangers: Finding Wisdom in the Real World, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Lisa Bentley:

Beside this particular Familiar Strangers: Finding Wisdom in the Real World in your phone, it might give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have Familiar Strangers: Finding Wisdom in the Real World because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from today!

Keely Charles:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Familiar Strangers: Finding
Wisdom in the Real World.
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