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How emigrants were lured to Ontario’s Muskoka in the 1870s in a vain attempt to farm the Canadian Shield.

When the Free Grants and Homestead Act was first introduced in 1868, fierce debates erupted in Ontario’s
Legislature over whether land in the Muskoka region should be opened to settlement or reserved for the
Aboriginal population. From the beginning, many people vented serious doubts about the free grant scheme,
citing the district’s poor agricultural prospects. In the end, such caution was ignored by overeager boosters.

The story in Hardscrabble also takes readers to Britain, where emigration philanthropists urged their
government to send the country’s poor to Canada, then follows these emigrants as they left the familiar
behind to make a new life in the Canadian wilderness. The initial romance of living off the land was soon
dispelled as these hapless souls faced clearing the land, building shelters, and sowing crops in desolate,
remote locations.

Donna Williams’s extensive research leads her to conclude that Muskoka’s experience epitomizes the
wrongheadedness of placing already poor people on remote land unsuited for farming.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Hardscrabble: The High Cost of Free
Land as your daily resource information.

Jorge Raines:

This book untitled Hardscrabble: The High Cost of Free Land to be one of several books in which best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Brandy Anderson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Hardscrabble: The High Cost of Free Land, you are
able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jacqueline Thompson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Hardscrabble: The High Cost of Free Land can make you experience
more interested to read.
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