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The image of the female caregiver holding a midnight vigil at the bedside of asick relative is so firmly
rooted in our collective imagination we might assume that such caregiving would have attracted the scrutiny
of numerous historians. As Emily Abel demonstrates in this groundbreaking study of caregiving in America
across class and ethnic divides and over the course of ninety years, this has hardly been the case.

While caring for sick and disabled family members was commonplace for women in nineteenth- and early-
twentieth-century America, that caregiving, the caregivers experience of it, and the medical profession's
reaction to it took diverse and sometimes unexpected forms. A complex series of historical changes, Abel
shows, has profoundly altered the content and cultural meaning of care. Hearts of Wisdom is an immersion
into that "world of care." Drawing on antebellum slave narratives, white farm women's diaries, and public
health records, Abel puts together a multifaceted picture of what caregiving meant to American women--and
what it cost them--from the pre-Civil War yearsto the brink of America's entry into the Second World War.
She shows that caregiving offered women an arenain which experience could be parlayed into expertise,
while at the same time the revolution in bacteriology and the transformation of the formal health care system
were weakening women's claim to that expertise.
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From reader reviews:
Melinda Kendall:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Hearts of Wisdom: American Women Caring
for Kin, 1850-1940 was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Hearts of Wisdom: American Women Caring for
Kin, 1850-1940 is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with all the book Hearts of Wisdom: American Women Caring for Kin, 1850-1940. Y ou never really feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

James Chavez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the eraand that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Hearts of Wisdom:
American Women Caring for Kin, 1850-1940 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Carl Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Hearts of Wisdom: American Women Caring for Kin, 1850-1940 book is readable
by simply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer of Hearts of Wisdom: American Women Caring for Kin, 1850-1940 content conveys prospect easily
to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Hearts of Wisdom: American Women Caring for
Kin, 1850-1940 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Richard Oneal:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with close friendsis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Hearts of Wisdom: American Women Caring
for Kin, 1850-1940, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of
hang type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.
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