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In this account of an unprecedented feat of engineering, vision, and courage, Stephen E. Ambrose offers a
historical successor to his universally acclaimed Undaunted Courage, which recounted the explorations of
the West by Lewis and Clark.

Nothing Like It in the World is the story of the men who built the transcontinental railroad -- the investors
who risked their businesses and money; the enlightened politicians who understood its importance; the
engineers and surveyors who risked, and lost, their lives; and the Irish and Chinese immigrants, the defeated
Confederate soldiers, and the other laborers who did the backbreaking and dangerous work on the tracks.
The Union had won the Civil War and slavery had been abolished, but Abraham Lincoln, who was an early
and constant champion of railroads, would not live to see the great achievement. In Ambrose's hands, this
enterprise, with its huge expenditure of brainpower, muscle, and sweat, comesto life.

The U.S. government pitted two companies -- the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroads -- against
each other in arace for funding, encouraging speed over caution. Locomo-tives, rails, and spikes were
shipped from the East through Panama or around South Americato the West or lugged across the country to
the Plains. Thiswas the last great building project to be done mostly by hand: excavating dirt, cutting
through ridges, filling gorges, blasting tunnels through mountains.

At its peak, the workforce -- primarily Chinese on the Central Pacific, Irish on the Union Pacific --
approached the size of Civil War armies, with as many as fifteen thousand workers on each line. The Union
Pacific was led by Thomas "Doc" Durant, Oakes Ames, and Oliver Ames, with Grenville Dodge --
America's greatest railroad builder -- as chief engineer. The Central Pacific was led by Californias "Big
Four": Leland Stanford, Collis Huntington, Charles Crocker, and Mark Hopkins. The surveyors, the men
who picked the route, were latter-day Lewis and Clark types who led the way through the wilderness, living
off buffalo, deer, elk, and antel ope.

In building arailroad, there is only one decisive spot -- the end of the track. Nothing like this great work had
been seen in the world when the last spike, a golden one, was driven in at Promontory Summit, Utah, in
1869, as the Central Pacific and the Union Pacific tracks were joined.

Ambrose writes with power and eloquence about the brave men -- the famous and the unheralded, ordinary
men doing the extraordinary -- who accomplished the spectacular feat that made the continent into a nation.
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From reader reviews:
Mable Gar za:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by areserve. Book
has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built
the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869 will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Perry Payne:

Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869 can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving histher effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad
1863-1869 yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial thinking.

Martin Hanson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, hovel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is called of book Nothing Like It In the World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-
1869. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.

Helen Noyola:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Nothing Like It In the
World: The Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad 1863-1869.
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