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The six stories in Outside show Barry Lopez’s majestic talent as a fiction writer. Lopez writes in spare prose,
but his narratives resonate with an uncanny power. With a reverence for our exterior and interior landscapes,
these stories offer profound insight into the relationships between humans and animals, creativity and beauty,
and ultimately, life and death.

In “Desert Notes,” the narrator says, “All my life I have wanted to trick blood from a rock.” The story
proceeds to instruct the visitor on how to experience the desert but continues like no ordinary field guide. At
stake here is what is at the furthest edge of our grasp. “You will think you have hold of the idea when you
have only the hold of its clothing.” Rattlesnakes, the shell of a beetle, a few twigs, silence--out of these spare
elements Lopez conjures a realm that shimmers with an elusive but palpable presence.

“The Search for the Heron” and “Within Birds’ Hearing” present encounters with animals that are imbued
with spiritual--and often inexplicable--exchanges. In solitary, almost visionary episodes, the narrators pass
into permeable realms of nature, recalling a time when humans and animals spoke the same language.
Lopez’s gift is to imagine a reality where humans can be so embedded in the natural world that the
boundaries between inner and outer fall away.

Again and again, whether describing a Navajo rug possessing the essence of its maker, or a boy who can
change places with his half-coyote dog (named Leaves), or a teacher whose presence brings into question the
meaning of friendship, Lopez portrays elemental and sacred places. His prose transcends its simplicity to
enter spaces of wonder and mystery.

As James Perrin Warren says in his compelling introduction, “Lopez’s narrators bear witness to
extraordinary patterns and purposes . . . The storyteller is vital to the community and to a healthy landscape,
but the vital relationship is also reciprocal. . . . We participate, along with Lopez, in the long history of
storytelling. We become part of the atmosphere in which wisdom shows itself.”

Barry Moser’s eleven otherworldly, densely layered engravings accompany the text. Each provides a
meditative experience that parallels Lopez’s complex sense of our relationship to nature. An afterword by
Lopze closes this dramatically original collaboration.

Outside brings together Barry Lopez, best known for his National Book Award–winning Arctic Dreams;
Barry Moser, the publisher of Pennyroyal Press, whose reputation as a book artist, printmaker, designer, and
artist is legendary; and the widely published James Perrin Warren, a professor of English at Washington and
Lee University, to offer an abundance of riches for readers and lovers of fine books.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Nava:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Outside.

Joy Hutchinson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Outside will make you to be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Verna Tubbs:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Outside can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity
to you.

Robert Bowser:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be Outside.
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