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Edited and introduced by Dorothy McMillan.

Born in Jedburgh in 1780, Mary Fairfax was the daughter of one of Nelson’s captains, and in common with
most girls of her time and station she was given the kind of education which prizes gentility over ability.
Nevertheless, she taught herself algebra in secret, and made her reputation in celestial mechanics with her
1831 translation of Laplace’s Mécanique céleste as The Mechanism of the Heavens.

As she was equally interested in art, literature and nature Somerville’s lively memoirs give a fascinating
picture of her life and times from childhood in Burntisland to international recognition and retirement in
Naples. She tells of her friendship with Maria Edgeworth and of her encounters with Scott and Fenimore
Cooper. She remembers comets and eclipses, high society in London and Paris, Charles Babbage and his
calculating engine, the Risorgimento in Italy and the eruption of Vesuvius.

Selected by her daughter and first published in 1973, these are the memoirs of a remarkable woman who
became one of the most gifted mathematicians and scientists of the nineteenth century. Oxford’s Somerville
College was named after her, and the present volume, re-edited by Dorothy McMillan, draws on manuscripts
owned by the college and offers the first unexpurgated edition of these revelatory writings.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hanna:

This Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) can bring
once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even phone. This Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) having great arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jane Moore:

Here thing why this particular Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Queen Of
Science (Canongate Classics). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) in
e-book can be your alternative.

Amanda Kline:

The actual book Queen Of Science (Canongate Classics) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking
over this book.

Ada Peterson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Queen Of Science (Canongate
Classics) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Queen Of Science (Canongate
Classics) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't
judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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