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The Tank Killersisthe story of the American Tank Destroyer Force in North Africa, Italy, and the European
Theater during World War 11. The tank destroyer (TD) was a bold-if some would say flawed-answer to the
challenge posed by the seemingly unstoppable German blitzkrieg. The TD was conceived to be light and fast
enough to outmaneuver panzer forces and go where tanks could not. At the same time, the The Tank Killers
isthe story of the American Tank Destroyer Force in North Africa, Italy, and the European Theater during
World War 1I. The tank destroyer (TD) was a bold-if some would say flawed-answer to the challenge posed
by the seemingly unstoppable German blitzkrieg. The TD was conceived to be light and fast enough to
outmaneuver panzer forces and go where tanks could not. At the sametime, the TD would wield the
firepower needed to kill any German tank on the battlefield. Indeed, American doctrine stipulated that TDs
would fight tanks, while American tanks would concentrate on achieving and exploiting breakthroughs of
enemy lines.

The Tank Killers follows the men who fought in the TDs from the formation of the forcein 1941 through the
victory over the Third Reich in 1945. It is a story of American flexibility and pragmatism in military affairs.
Tankdestroyers were among the very first unitsto land in North Africain 1942. Their first vehicles were ad
hoc affairs. Halftracks and weapons carriers with guns no better than those on tanks and thin armor affording
the crews considerably less protection. Almost immediately, the crews realized that their doctrine was
incomplete. They began adapting to circumstances, along with their partnersin the infantry and armored
divisions. By the time that North Africawas in Allied hands, the TD had become a valued tank fighter,
assault gun, and artillery piece. The reconnaissance teamsin TD battalions, meanwhile, had established a
record for daring operations that they would continue for the rest of the war.

The story continues with the invasion of Italy and finally that of Fortress Europe on 6 June 1944. By now,
the brass had decreed that half the force would convert to towed guns, a decision that dogged the affected
crews through the end of the war. The TD men encountered increasingly lethal enemies, ever more
dangerous panzers that were often vulnerable only to their guns while American tank crews watched in
frustration as their rounds bounced harmlessly off the thick German armor. They fought under incredibly
diverse conditions that demanded constant modification of tactics. Their equipment became ever more
deadly. By VE day, the tank destroyer battalions had achieved impressive records, generally with kill/loss
rates heavily in their favor. Y et the Army after the war concluded that the concept of a separate TD arm was
so fundamentally flawed that not a single battalion existed after November 1946.

The Tank Killers draws heavily on the records of the tank destroyer battalions and the units with which they
fought. Veterans of the force add their personal stories.
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From reader reviews:
Kiley Kaufman:

Within other case, little people like to read book Tank Killers: A History of America's World War Il Tank
Destroyer Force. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important abook Tank Killers: A History of Americal's World War |1 Tank Destroyer Force. Y ou can add
know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book aswell as searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Glen Hoffman:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Tank
Killers: A History of Americas World War |1 Tank Destroyer Force. All type of book isit possible to see on
many resources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Allison Car son:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tank Killers: A History of Americas
World War 1l Tank Destroyer Force can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus
out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Brian Griffith:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou
can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. Itis
identified as of book Tank Killers: A History of Americal's World War 11 Tank Destroyer Force. You'll be
ableto your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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