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A Globe and Mail Best Books of the Year 2011 Title

Siddhartha Deb grew up in a remote town in the northeastern hills of India and made his way to the United
States via a fellowship at Columbia. Six years after leaving home, he returned as an undercover reporter for
The Guardian, working at a call center in Delhi in 2004, a time when globalization was fast proceeding and
Thomas L. Friedman declared the world flat. Deb's experience interviewing the call-center staff led him to
undertake this book and travel throughout the subcontinent.

The Beautiful and the Damned examines India's many contradictions through various individual and
extraordinary perspectives. With lyrical and commanding prose, Deb introduces the reader to an
unforgettable group of Indians, including a Gatsby-like mogul in Delhi whose hobby is producing big-budget
gangster films that no one sees; a wiry, dusty farmer named Gopeti whose village is plagued by suicides and
was the epicenter of a riot; and a sad-eyed waitress named Esther who has set aside her dual degrees in
biochemistry and botany to serve Coca-Cola to arms dealers at an upscale hotel called Shangri La.

Like no other writer, Deb humanizes the post-globalization experience—its advantages, failures, and
absurdities. India is a country where you take a nap and someone has stolen your job, where you buy a BMW
but still have to idle for cows crossing your path. A personal, narrative work of journalism and cultural
analysis in the same vein as Adrian Nicole LeBlanc's Random Family and V. S. Naipaul's India series, The
Beautiful and the Damned is an important and incisive new work.

The Beautiful and the Damned is a Publishers Weekly Best Nonfiction title for 2011.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Beautiful and the Damned: A
Portrait of the New India is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Christine Clute:

Often the book The Beautiful and the Damned: A Portrait of the New India will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Beautiful and the Damned: A
Portrait of the New India is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Judith Smith:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this The Beautiful and the Damned: A Portrait of the New India.

Anthony Balentine:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Beautiful and the
Damned: A Portrait of the New India which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.
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