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In contrast to the role traditionally fulfilled by secular rulers, the pope has been perceived as an individual
person existing in a body subject to decay and death, yet at the same time a corporeal representation of Christ
and the Church, eternity and salvation. Using an array of evidence from the eleventh through the fifteenth
centuries, Agostino Paravicini- Bagliani addresses this paradox. He studies the rituals, metaphors, and
images of the pope's body as they developed over time and shows how they resulted in the expectation that
the pope's body be simultaneously physical and metaphorical. Also included is a particular emphasis on the
thirteenth century when, during the pontificate of Boniface VIII (1294-1303), the papal court became the
focus of medicine and the natural sciences as physicians devised ways to protect the pope's health and
prolong his life.

Masterfully translated from the Italian, this engaging history of the pope's body provides a new perspective
for readers to understand the papacy, both historically and in our own time.
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From reader reviews:

Nona Smith:

The particular book The Pope's Body will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very suitable to you. The book The Pope's Body is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ronald Folk:

The book untitled The Pope's Body contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open
up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Carmen Pinto:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Pope's Body which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Kelley Hardy:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Pope's Body can be the solution, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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