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These vivid recollections by Tom McElligott span five decades and eighteen institutions throughout Ireland,
from university in Cork to St Kieran's Kilkenny, Glenstal Co. Limerick, The Royal Cavan, Ballymena
Academy, Wilson's Hospital, Headfort, Newbridge, Mountjoy and others. Here a peripatetic lay teacher
documents the emergence of his profession against a background of religious control, compulsory Irish and
rapid social change, throwing a fascinating light on boarding-school education from the 1930s to the 1970s.
With wry humour, affection and an elegiac candour, Tom McElligott describes the physical conditions,
personalities and ethos of the wide variety of schools at which he taught, salting his narrative with excerpts
from school inspectors' reports of a previous era and imparting the flavor of life in provincial town and
countryside, from New Ross to Skibbereen, Antrim, Westmeath, Kildare and Dublin. While savouring the
past the author looks forward to a secular age in which the limits of class, creed and gender will be
transcended. In an appendix he sketches six pioneering Irish educationalists-Cannon of Sandymount High,
Cregan of St Patrick's, Cathcart of Sandford Park, Gahan of Sutton Park, Donogh O' Malley and Edward
Walsh-and takes note of some schools that have fostered independence of mind and spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin French:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This This Teaching Life: A
Memoir of schooldays in Ireland is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Hollie Hoffman:

The book untitled This Teaching Life: A Memoir of schooldays in Ireland is the reserve that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of This Teaching Life: A Memoir of schooldays in Ireland from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Betty Edmond:

Often the book This Teaching Life: A Memoir of schooldays in Ireland has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Janna Lefevre:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very important
in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is This Teaching Life: A Memoir of schooldays in
Ireland.
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