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In the face of the Holocaust, writes Lawrence L. Langer, our age clingsto the stable relics of faded eras, asif
ideas like natural innocence, innate dignity, the inviolable spirit, and the triumph of art over reality were
immured in some kind of immortal shrine, immune to the ravages of history and time. But these ideas have
been ravaged, and in Admitting the Holocaust. Langer presents a series of essays that represent his effort,
over nearly adecade, to wrestle with this rupture in human values--and to see the Holocaust asit really was.
Hisvision is necessarily dark, but he does not see the Holocaust as awarrant for futility, or asawitness to
the death of hope. It is asummons to reconsider our values and rethink what it means to be a human being.
These penetrating and often gripping essays cover awide range of issues, from the Holocausts relation to
time and memory, to its portrayal in literature, to its use and abuse by culture, to its role in reshaping our
sense of historys legacy. In many, Langer examines the ways in which accounts of the Holocaust--in history,
literature, film, and theol ogy--have extended, and sometimes limited, our insight into an event that is often
said to defy understanding itself. He singles out Cynthia Ozick as one of the few American writers who can
meet the challenge of imagining mass murder without flinching and who can distinguish between myth and
truth. On the other hand, he finds Bernard Ma amuds literary treatment of the Holocaust never entirely
successful (it seems to have been athreat to Malamuds vision of mans basic dignity) and he argues that
William Styrons portrayal of the commandant of Auschwitz in Sophies Choice pushed Nazi violence to the
periphery of the novel, where it disturbed neither the author nor his readers. He is especially acutein his
discussion of the language used to describe the Holocaust, arguing that much of it is used to console rather
than to confront. He notes that when we speak of the survivor instead of the victim, of martyrdom instead of
murder, regard being gassed as dying with dignity, or evoke the redemptive rather than grevious power of
memory, we draw on an arsenal of words that tends to build verbal fences between what we are mentally
willing--or able--to face and the harrowing reality of the camps and ghettos. A respected Holocaust scholar
and author of Holocaust Testimonies: The Ruins of Memory, winner of the 1991 National Book Critics
Circle Award for criticism, Langer offers aview of this catastrophe that is candid and disturbing, and yet
hopeful inits belief that the testimony of witnesses--in diaries, journals, memoirs, and on videotape--and the
unflinching imagination of literary artists can still offer us access to one of the darkest episodesin the
twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Jost:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Admitting the Holocaust: Collected Essays was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Admitting the Holocaust: Collected Essaysis not only giving you far
more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Admitting the Holocaust: Collected
Essays. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sheila Foxworth:

The e-book with title Admitting the Holocaust: Collected Essays contains alot of information that you can
study it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Lisa Potter:

The book Admitting the Holocaust: Collected Essays has alot details on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Michad Davis:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extratime or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely sure. Peopleis human not just arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Admitting the Holocaust: Collected Essays.
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