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Of the Standard of Taste David Hume
Philosopher and historian, second son of Joseph Hume, of Ninewells, Berwickshire, was born and educated
in Edinburgh, and was intended for the law. For this, however, he had no aptitude, and commercial pursuits
into which he was initiated in a counting-house in Bristol proving equally uncongenial, he was permitted to
follow out his literary bent, and in 1734 went to France, where he passed three years at Rheims and La
Flèche in study, living on a small allowance made him by his father. In 1739 he published anonymously his
Treatise on Human Nature, which attracted little attention. Having returned to Scotland, he wrote at
Ninewells his Essays, Moral and Philosophical (1741–42). He now became desirous of finding some
employment which would put him in a position of independence, and having been unsuccessful in his
candidature for the Chair of Moral Philosophy in Edinburgh, he became in 1745 governor to the Marquis of
Annandale, a nobleman whose state was little removed from insanity. Two years later he accepted the more
congenial appointment of Judge–Advocate-General to General St. Clair on his expedition to Port L’Orient,
and in 1748 accompanied him on a diplomatic mission to France, whence he passed on to Vienna and Turin.
About the same time he produced his Philosophical Essays [1748], including the famous Essay in Miracles
which gave rise to so much controversy. These were followed in 1751 by his Enquiry into the Principles of
Morals, which he considered his best work; and in 1752 by his Political Discourses, which alone of his
works had an immediate success.
In the same year he applied unsuccessfully for the Chair of Logic in Glasgow, but was appointed Keeper of
the Advocates’ Library in Edinburgh. The access to books and original authorities which this position gave
him appears to have suggested to his mind the idea of writing a history, and the first vol. of his History of
England, containing the reigns of James I. and Charles I., was published in 1754. Its reception was not
favourable, and the disappointment of the author was so great that, had it not been for the state of war
between the two countries, he would have left his native land, changed his name, and settled permanently in
France. The second vol., which appeared in 1757, dealing with the Commonwealth, and the reigns of Charles
II. and James II., had a better reception, and had the effect of “buoying up its unfortunate brother.”
Thereafter the tide completely turned, and the remaining four vols., 1759 and 1762, in which he turned back
and finished the history from the invasion of Julius Cæsar to the accession of Henry VII., attained a vast
popularity, which extended to the whole work.
Hume published in 1757 Four Dissertations: the Natural History of Religion; of the Passions; of Tragedy; of
the Standard of Taste. Two others on Suicide and on The Immortality of the Soul were cancelled, but
published posthumously.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Of the Standard of Taste will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Javier Link:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Of the Standard of Taste book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Of the Standard of Taste content
conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Of the Standard of Taste
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

James Reed:

The publication untitled Of the Standard of Taste is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Of the Standard of Taste from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Kathleen Knight:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Of the Standard of Taste will give you new experience in examining a book.
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