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Rockingham ware was an inexpensive brown-glazed ceramic that was ubiquitous in America from the mid-
nineteenth through the early twentieth century. Popular as an antique today, it is regularly sold at venues
ranging from flea markets to antique shows. Despite its prevalence in American life for nearly a century and
its continued presence as a collector’s item, little has been written on this subject of vast interest to
collectors, museum curators, historians, and archaeologists.

Jane Perkins Claney has written the first and only full-scale study of Rockingham ware to consider not just
its history as a manufactured object but also its role in domestic life. Both an artifact study and a case study
in material culture interpretation, this volume offers a totally comprehensive approach to the study of
Rockingham ware and serves as a model for future studies of similar objects.

Following a chapter on her methods of identifying and interpreting historical evidence, Claney describes the
physical characteristics of Rockingham ware and its production history. She places Rockingham ware within
the context of nineteenth-century design and discusses its "Americanization" by U.S. manufacturers. Turning
next to usage and meaning, Claney shows how certain Rockingham-ware vessels were used in the expression
and maintenance of cultural identity and the enactment of social roles. Exploring gender and class
ramifications, she demonstrates that although the ceramic was used at all social-class levels and in all types
of communities from urban to rural, the choice of vessel forms and decoration differed markedly.
Rockingham-ware teapots, for example, were favored by working-class women and rarely appeared in
middle-class homes, while middle-class men living in cities formed the market for Rockingham-ware
pitchers decorated with hunting scenes. Rockingham-ware spittoons, on the other hand were used
universally—even by women. With the specific cultural roles of Rockingham-ware vessels so clearly
understood, the vessels themselves become texts through which to interpret the past.

The book features fifty halftones, fourteen of which are presented also in color, and an extensive
archaeological database.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

The book Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a good thing like a book Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Rockingham Ware in American
Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Brandi Huff:

This Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts are generally reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Rockingham Ware in
American Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts can be on the list of great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 1830-
1930: Reading Historical Artifacts giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kenny Crowther:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

John Hicks:

This Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no



rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Rockingham Ware in American Culture, 1830-1930: Reading Historical Artifacts in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide
that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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