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The Professional Guinea Pig documents the emergence of the professional research subject in Phase I
clinical trials testing the safety of drugs in development. Until the mid-1970s Phase I trials were conducted
on prisoners. After that practice was outlawed, the pharmaceutical industry needed a replacement population
and began to aggressively recruit healthy, paid subjects, some of whom came to depend on the income,
earning their living by continuously taking part in these trials. Drawing on ethnographic research among
self-identified “professional guinea pigs” in Philadelphia, Roberto Abadie examines their experiences and
views on the conduct of the trials and the risks they assume by participating. Some of the research subjects
he met had taken part in more than eighty Phase I trials. While the professional guinea pigs tended to believe
that most clinical trials pose only a moderate health risk, Abadie contends that the hazards presented by
continuous participation, such as exposure to potentially dangerous drug interactions, are discounted or
ignored by research subjects in need of money. The risks to professional guinea pigs are also disregarded by
the pharmaceutical industry, which has become dependent on the routine participation of experienced
research subjects. Arguing that financial incentives compromise the ethical imperative for informed consent
to be freely given by clinical-trials subjects, Abadie confirms the need to reform policies regulating the
participation of paid subjects in Phase I clinical trials.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Ybarra:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Professional Guinea Pig:
Big Pharma and the Risky World of Human Subjects to read.

Mae Bushee:

The book The Professional Guinea Pig: Big Pharma and the Risky World of Human Subjects will bring one
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Professional Guinea Pig: Big
Pharma and the Risky World of Human Subjects is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jack Nguyen:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Professional
Guinea Pig: Big Pharma and the Risky World of Human Subjects which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.

Mary Ransom:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Professional Guinea Pig: Big Pharma
and the Risky World of Human Subjects can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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