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Akwesasne territory straddles the U.S.-Canada border in upstate New York, Ontario, and Quebec. In 1979, in
the midst of a major conflict regarding self-governance, traditional Mohawks there asserted their sovereign
rights to self-education. Concern over the loss of language and culture and clashes with the public school
system over who had the right to educate their children sparked the birth of the Akwesasne Freedom School
(AFS) and its grassroots, community-based approach. In Free to Be Mohawk, Louellyn White traces the
history of the AFS, a tribally controlled school operated without direct federal, state, or provincial funding,
and explores factors contributing to its longevity and its impact on alumni, students, teachers, parents, and
staff.

Through interviews, participant observations, and archival research, White presents an in-depth picture of the
Akwesasne Freedom School as a model of Indigenous holistic education that incorporates traditional
teachings, experiential methods, and language immersion. Alumni, parents, and teachers describe how the
school has fostered a strong sense of what it is to be “fully Mohawk.” White explores the complex
relationship between language and identity and shows how AFS participants transcend historical
colonization by negotiating their sense of self.

According to Mohawk elder Sakokwenionkwas (Tom Porter), “The prophecies say that the time will come
when the grandchildren will speak to the whole world. The reason for the Akwesasne Freedom School is so
the grandchildren will have something significant to say.” In a world where forced assimilation and colonial
education have resulted in the loss or endangerment of hundreds of Indigenous languages, the Akwesasne
Freedom School provides a cultural and linguistic sanctuary. White’s timely study reminds readers, including
the Canadian and U.S. governments, of the critical importance of an Indigenous nation’s authority over the
education of its children.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Free to Be Mohawk:
Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native American Studies
Series). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Johnnie McCormick:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can
do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom
School (New Directions in Native American Studies Series) to read.

Rodolfo Odum:

This book untitled Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New
Directions in Native American Studies Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to
your account to past this e-book from your list.

Terry Hollis:

Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native
American Studies Series) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into delight arrangement in writing Free to Be Mohawk: Indigenous Education at the
Akwesasne Freedom School (New Directions in Native American Studies Series) although doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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