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Readers have long puzzled over peculiar aspects of the Gospel of Mark: Jesus' attempts to conceal his deeds
and his identity. William Wrede called these and similar motifs the "messianic secret" in Mark, and proposed
that Mark had invented the "secret" to explain why the announcement of the arrival of the Son of God had
not taken the world by storm. Other scholars have disagreed: perhaps Mark meant to highlight Jesus' divinity
(after all, Jesus usually doesn't succeed in keeping himself hidden!) . . . or perhaps Mark wanted to tie Jesus'
identity to his destiny on the cross as a warning to disciples that they may face persecution. Or, some have
proposed, there simply is no single explanation for all of Jesus' bewildering behaviors in the Gospel.

David F. Watson brings a new perspective to the "messianic secret," relying not on the Christological
concerns of 19th- and 20th-century theologians, but on recent insights into the role of honor and shame in
ancient Mediterranean culture on the part of social scientists. Mark's portrayal of Jesus simultaneously shows
his ability to provide favors and benefits to others and his refusal to put himself forward or draw attention to
himself as a benefactor, thereby teaching that in God's kingdom it is not the great and powerful who are most
highly regarded, but the humble. Mark's depiction of Jesus is part of a larger effort to promote a radically
different understanding of honor within the family of faith.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Spann:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance
to stay than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this Honor
Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Joseph Wood:

The experience that you get from Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret may
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to
the Messianic Secret giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret
instantly.

Melissa Peterson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to
the Messianic Secret as your daily resource information.

Lesley Dwyer:

The guide with title Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret posesses a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.
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