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In her examination of the culture of Italian fascism, Mabel Berezin focuses on how Mussolini's regime
consciously constructed a nonliberal public sphere to support its political aims. Fascism stresses form over
content, she believes, and the regime tried to build its political support through the careful construction and
manipulation of public spectacles or rituals such as parades, commemoration ceremonies, and holiday
festivities.

The fascists believed they could rely on the motivating power of spectacle, and experiential symbols. In
contrast with the liberal democratic notion of separable public and private selves, Italian fascism attempted
to merge the public and private selves in political spectacles, creating communities of feeling in public
piazzas. Such communities were only temporary, Berezin explains, and fascist identity was only formed to
the extent that it could be articulated in a language of pre-existing cultural identities.

In the Italian case, those identities meant the popular culture of Roman Catholicism and the cult of
motherhood. Berezin hypothesizes that at particular historical moments certain social groups which perceive
the division of public and private self as untenable on cultural grounds will gain political ascendance. Her
hypothesis opens a new perspective on how fascism works.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Carter:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of
Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture).

Chris Wolf:

This book untitled Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series
in Politics, History and Culture) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Constance Argueta:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Making the Fascist
Self: The Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture).

Tammy Carver:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture
of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) can make you sense more



interested to read.
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