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When Captain James Bonneville left for California in May of 1832 his motives were mixed. Officially, the
French-born officer was on a two-year leave of absence from the U. S. Army, but he carried orders to collect
information on the geography, geology, and topography "of the Country within the limits of the Territories
belonging to the United States, between our frontier, and the Pacific." No one heard from him for five years,
and he was assumed he was dead, or AWOL. But Bonneville had befriended a mountain man named Joseph
Rutherford Walker in 1833, and the two men became the first white men to see Yosemite. They returned by a
more southern route, discovering Walker Pass, the southern route across the Sierras (the salt flats in Utah are
named in Bonneville's honor). Upon Bonneville's return, Washington Irving, by then an internationally
famous writer, met him in the home of John Jacob Astor, the fur baron. Washington was fascinated by
Bonneville's tales of exploration, finding them full of interesting details of life among the mountains, and of
mountain men and Native Americans that he had met. It bore, too, throughout, "the impress of his character,
his bonhommie, his kindliness of spirit, and his susceptibility to the grand and beautiful," according to
Irving. Bonneville's journals formed the backbone of Irving's work, which was widely lauded upon its
publication in 1837. It has remained a classic ever since, capturing a long lost era of rugged mountain men
and the thrill of being the first to view the expansive landscapes of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

The book The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics)?
Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National
Geographic Adventure Classics) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Connell:

This The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics) book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will
be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic
Adventure Classics) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics)
can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic
Adventure Classics) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Catherine Acevedo:

This The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics) are usually reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Adventures of
Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics) can be on the list of great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information
that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Adventures of
Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics) giving you an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Lisa Christopher:

Exactly why? Because this The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with



the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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