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The Chinese invented gunpowder and began exploring its military uses as early as the 900s, four centuries
before the technology passed to the West. But by the early 1800s, China had fallen so far behind the West in
gunpowder warfare that it was easily defeated by Britain in the Opium War of 1839–42. What happened? In
The Gunpowder Age, Tonio Andrade offers a compelling new answer, opening a fresh perspective on a key
question of world history: why did the countries of western Europe surge to global importance starting in the
1500s while China slipped behind?

Historians have long argued that gunpowder weapons helped Europeans establish global hegemony. Yet the
inhabitants of what is today China not only invented guns and bombs but also, as Andrade shows, continued
to innovate in gunpowder technology through the early 1700s—much longer than previously thought. Why,
then, did China become so vulnerable? Andrade argues that one significant reason is that it was out of
practice fighting wars, having enjoyed nearly a century of relative peace, since 1760. Indeed, he
demonstrates that China—like Europe—was a powerful military innovator, particularly during times of great
warfare, such as the violent century starting after the Opium War, when the Chinese once again quickly
modernized their forces. Today, China is simply returning to its old position as one of the world’s great
military powers.

By showing that China’s military dynamism was deeper, longer lasting, and more quickly recovered than
previously understood, The Gunpowder Age challenges long-standing explanations of the so-called Great
Divergence between the West and Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Chan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Gunpowder Age: China,
Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or appropriate book with you?

Ophelia Ellis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation,
and the Rise of the West in World History giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Linda Cooper:

This The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation,
and the Rise of the West in World History in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Mathew Casillas:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Gunpowder Age: China, Military
Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History can give you a lot of good friends because by you
looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.



This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in
World History.
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