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Victoria Bricker shows that "history" sometimes rests on mythological foundations and that "myth" can
contain valid historical information. Her book, which isahighly original critique of postconquest
historiography about the Maya, challenges major assumptions about the relationship between myth and
history implicit in structuralist interpretations. The focus of the book is ethnic conflict, atheme that pervades
Mayafolklore and is al'so well documented historically.

The book begins with the Spanish conquest of the Maya. In chapters on the postconquest history of the
Maya, five ethnic conflicts are treated in depth: the Cancuc revolt of 1712, the Quisteil uprising of 1761, the
Totonicapan rebellion of 1820, the Caste War of Y ucatan (1847-1901), and the Chamulan uprising in 1869.
Analytical chapters consider the relationship between historical events and modern folklore about ethnic
conflict. Bricker demonstrates that myths and ritual s emphasize structure at the expense of temporal and
geographical provenience, treating events separated by centuries or thousands of miles as equivalent and
interchangeable.

An unexpected result of Bricker's research is the finding that many seemingly aboriginal elementsin Maya
folklore are actually of postconguest origin, and she showsthat it is possible to determine precisely when
and, more important, why they become part of myth and ritual. Furthermore, she finds that the patterning of
the accretion of eventsin folklore over time provides clues to the function, or meaning, of myth and ritual for
the Maya.

Bricker has made use of many unpublished documents in Spanish, English, and Maya, as well as standard
synthetic historical works. The appendices contain extensive samples of the oral traditions that are explained
by her analysis.
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From reader reviews:
Gerald Dews:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Indian Christ, the
Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
Y ou know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Wayne Gaddis:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
themisthis The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual.

Christopher Har dnett:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended for you is The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya
Myth and Ritual this e-book consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That
iswhy this book suited all of you.

Carla Helton:

Y ou can find this The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are



still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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