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The birth of rock 'n roll ignited a firestorm of controversy--one critic called it "musical riots put to a
switchblade beat"--but if it generated much sound and fury, what, if anything, did it signify?

As Glenn Altschuler reveals in All Shook Up, the rise of rock 'n roll--and the outraged reception to it--in fact
can tell us a lot about the values of the United States in the 1950s, a decade that saw a great struggle for the
control of popular culture. Altschuler shows, in particular, how rock's "switchblade beat" opened up wide
fissures in American society along the fault-lines of family, sexuality, and race. For instance, the birth of
rock coincided with the Civil Rights movement and brought "race music" into many white homes for the first
time. Elvis freely credited blacks with originating the music he sang and some of the great early rockers were
African American, most notably, Little Richard and Chuck Berry. In addition, rock celebrated romance and
sex, rattled the reticent by pushing sexuality into the public arena, and mocked deferred gratification and the
obsession with work of men in gray flannel suits. And it delighted in the separate world of the teenager and
deepened the divide between the generations, helping teenagers differentiate themselves from others.
Altschuler includes vivid biographical sketches of the great rock 'n rollers, including Elvis Presley, Fats
Domino, Chuck Berry, Little Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Buddy Holly--plus their white-bread
doppelgangers such as Pat Boone.

Rock 'n roll seemed to be everywhere during the decade, exhilarating, influential, and an outrage to those
Americans intent on wishing away all forms of dissent and conflict. As vibrant as the music itself, All Shook
Up reveals how rock 'n roll challenged and changed American culture and laid the foundation for the social
upheaval of the sixties.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hartung:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this All Shook Up: How Rock 'n' Roll Changed America (Pivotal
Moments in American History).

Joseph Sutton:

Often the book All Shook Up: How Rock 'n' Roll Changed America (Pivotal Moments in American History)
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book All Shook Up: How
Rock 'n' Roll Changed America (Pivotal Moments in American History) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Mary Brown:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
All Shook Up: How Rock 'n' Roll Changed America (Pivotal Moments in American History).

Cherie Fidler:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this All Shook Up: How Rock 'n' Roll Changed America (Pivotal Moments in
American History) can make you experience more interested to read.
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