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The “gifted young historian” (Richard Norton Smith) who gave us Founding Rivals, Chris DeRose delivers
the first fully realized portrait of Abraham Lincoln’s ambitious and controversial early political career, and
his surprising ascendancy that was both historic and far from inevitable.

In 1847, Abraham Lincoln arrived in Washington in near anonymity. After years of outmaneuvering political
adversaries and leveraging friendships, he emerged the surprising victor of the Whig Party nomination,
winning a seat in the House of Representatives. Yet following a divisive single term, he would return to
Illinois a failed job applicant with a damaged reputation in his home state, and no path forward in politics.
Defeated, unpopular, and out of office, Lincoln now seemed worse off politically than when his journey
began.

But what actually transpired between 1847 and 1849 revealed a man married to his political, moral, and
ethical ideals. These were the defining years of a future president and the prelude to his singular role as the
center of a gathering political storm. With keen insight into a side of Lincoln never so thoroughly
investigated or exhaustively researched, Chris DeRose explores this extraordinary, unpredictable, and
oftentimes conflicted turning point in his career. This is Congressman Lincoln as:

• A leader for the first time, not just a vote, on questions of slavery

• Unpopular opponent of the “unconstitutional” Mexican War

• A Whig party leader and presidential kingmaker, one of the first supporters of Zachary Taylor, a southern
slave-owning general

• Reluctant husband in an abusive, deeply troubled marriage

• The first future president to argue before the Supreme Court and the only president to be awarded a patent.

Drawing from the unpublished “Papers of Abraham Lincoln,” including 20,000 pre-presidential articles and
a wealth of correspondence, and the secret diaries and private correspondence of Lincoln’s
colleagues—many cited here for the first time—DeRose shows us a master strategist, a politician torn
between principle and viability, and a man saddled with a tormented private life. Most vitally, he greatly
expands our understanding of America’s greatest president in a biography as surprising, ambitious, and
transcendent as its subject.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Carter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Congressman Lincoln. Try to make the book
Congressman Lincoln as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Ella Jacobs:

This Congressman Lincoln book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Congressman
Lincoln without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry Congressman Lincoln can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Congressman
Lincoln having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Aurelio Ashley:

The reserve with title Congressman Lincoln posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kathryn Hill:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Congressman Lincoln we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Congressman Lincoln. You can more desirable
than now.
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