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Throughout the history of the Western world, countless attempts have been made to define beauty in art and
life, especially with regard to women's bodies and faces. Facing Beauty examines concepts of female beauty
in terms of the ideal and the real, investigating paradigms of beauty as represented in art and literature and
how beauty has been enhanced by cosmetics and hairstyles. 

This thought-provoking book discusses the shifting perceptions of female beauty, concentrating on the
period from about 1540 to 1940. It begins with the Renaissance, when a renewed emphasis on the individual
was reflected in the celebration of beauty in the portraits of the day. The fluid, sensual lines of the Baroque
period initiated a shift toward a more "natural" look, giving way in the 18th century to a more stylized and
artificial face, a mask of ideal beauty. By the late 19th century, commercial beauty preparations had become
more readily available, leading to new technological developments within the beauty industry in the early
20th century. Beauty salons and the wider availability of cosmetics revolutionized the way women saw
themselves. 

Ravishing images of some of the most beautiful women in history, both real and ideal, accompanied by
illustrations from costume books, fashion plates, advertisements, caricatures, and cosmetics, bring the
evolving story of beauty to life.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Facing Beauty: Painted Women and Cosmetic Art
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Judy Bowen:

This Facing Beauty: Painted Women and Cosmetic Art is great publication for you because the content that
is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Facing Beauty:
Painted Women and Cosmetic Art in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Scott Bush:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Facing Beauty: Painted Women and Cosmetic Art provide you with new experience in
examining a book.

Irene Carpenter:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Facing Beauty: Painted
Women and Cosmetic Art which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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